A short history on pacemakers.
Artificial pacemakers have taken part or possibly driven many developments in cardiac science and medicine and are therefore a very important story to remember. This 300-year journey of discovery has been contributed to by experts from across the Globe. The essential foundation of knowledge such as basic electrophysiology and applied electrotherapy was built in the 18th century and is now academically and socially accepted. This line of inventions and research has seen: early use of meta-analyses, the initial coming together of medical or bioengineering and the concept of cardiac monitoring--now a mainstay in the hospital care of a patient. In the 21st century pacemaker developments are no longer solely about reducing mortality but improving morbidity. Design developments reduce: discomfort, additional surgeries and invasive procedures. New energy sources have become lighter, smaller and with a longer life span.